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Susie, Packing out of Spanish Camp, Pasayten
Wilderness, August 2010
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The purpose of Backcountry Horsemen of

Washington is to perpetuate the legal and moraIE
claim by the American people to use horses and:

mules for recreation on public lands

General Membership meeting on Thursday,
SEPTEMBER &', ROUND TABLE PIZZA.Social

6:

1.

2.

30, meeting at 7.

Perpetuate the use of horses and mules for
recreation on public lands.

Assist government and public agencies in the
maintenance of the backcountry to achieve our
goals.

Educate, encourage, and inform horsemen in
general public in the wise and sustaining use of
resources in the backcountry.

Take responsible citizen involvement in actions
affecting access and the use of stock in the
backcountry.

| #

Aug 31st  Business Meeting 6:30 p.m.

Dinner, 7:00 meeting

Sept 2-8  Conrad Meadows, No Host Campout
Sept § General Meeting, 6:30 social, 7:00

meeting, Round Table Pizza

Sept 18-18 White Pass, Campout

Ride/Potluck

** Keenes Ride Cancelled — No Host

Directions to White Pass Horse Campout and Ride
on page 10 of newsletter.

The Cover: Lou Ann Matches, Mike Drougas,
Rex and Diana McMillan, Photo by Susie
Drougas
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For information and questions
contact Susie Drougas.
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Business Card - $4.00/mo or 1
$44.00/year 1
1/4 Page-$7.00/mo or ] .
$77.00/year a1 like to share with others ins
1/2 Page -$18.00/mo or .
$198.00/year .
Full Page -$25.00/mo or .
$275.00/year .
Classified (Non-Members) 1
$3.00/mo. :
Classified (Members) .

ADVERTISING

n
Please send your stories, =
experiences, recipes, ads;?
information on rides or
anything else you would

Advertising Rates

the newsletter by the 25tha
of each month to: -
Susie Drougas - email 1
SAndersonRPR@aol.cd
m

Phone: 509-965-4052
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At the July Chapter meeting a committee was appointeeview the current practices for the Wenas

Valley Chapter sponsored rides, and how to safely onewtmembers into the group riding together.

The committee consisted of Bob Badgely (chair), Mikd Susie Drougas, Lou Ann Matches, Jacque
Sansaver, Arleen Lommers and Robin Granger. The cthteemmet on Tuesday, August 17.

In accordance with the BCHW Mission Statement (sdevh), the following recommendations were
made for Chapter sponsored rides:

All members participating in the chapter ride will meetndQutes (or whatever you think) prior to ride
out time to discuss the trail conditions, determine howymalers and horses will be going, and to
assign members to smaller, specific groups according & lzord rider ability.

Trail Bosses have the final word on whether a membetizeir horse(s) have the ability to participate
with the group on the ride in a safe and sane mannemioly the safety guidelines listed below.

Safety Guidelines (taken from BCHA and LNT)
Plan Ahead and Prepare
Know the area and what to expect: learn the weattaeltconditions, popularity, local
regulations and customs before heading for the backcountry
Select appropriate equipment for the worst conditidrescountry and time of year might offer.
This means bring appropriate clothing for unexpected chandghe weather and food in case you have
to spend more time away from the trailers than planmeylge overnight!).
- Get a map of the area you will be riding in case yowsaparated from the group or want to explore
trails on your own.
Always be sure to have a first aid kit for humans anmdéds Horse first aid kits should include bute
and banamine.
Riders must be able to control their stock (no greekebhmrses with green riders) and dogs.
Avoid following too closely behind others. A good rule of thuis if you cannot see the rear feet of
the horse in front of you - then you are too close —erimack.
Be sure that you and your horse are in healthy condbi@aequately tolerate the trail and weather
conditions. Horses that are underweight or overwehttpf condition, have health related issues
will not be grouped with members riding for extended periodsra.
If you are experiencing trouble or concerns when onrtikride, let your trail boss know so that
they can make the best determination on whether tancent
If you are taking any medication or have a health edlabndition, let the trail boss and other riders
know in case an emergency situation occurs. The infeamabuld be life saving if medical
attention is necessary.

A recommendation was also made to have one Chapterospdrigail ride per month. That some
Chapter sponsored activities will be advertised as @t€haampout where members will need to plan
and conduct their own rides in the area. The Chaptébeutting together a new member packet of
materials which will include safety and education iterosig@iwith Chapter activity information.

Submitted by Robin Granger
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BCHW Mission Statement

BCHW is affiliated with the Back Country Horsemen of America and therefore adopts the BCHA
mission statement as follows:

THE MISSION OF THIS ORGANIZATION SHALL BE:

1.

wnN

To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of herge America’s back country and
wilderness.

To work to insure that public lands remain open to recrational stock use.

To assist the various government and private agencies in theraintenance and management
of said resource.

To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in theise use of the back country
resource by horsemen and the general public commensuratetivour heritage.

To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in thetate organization

“Courage is being scared to death...and saddling oypvaay.”
“Get off your horse and drink your milk.”
“If everything isn’t black and white, | say, ‘whiyd hell not?”
“Life is tough, but it’s tougher when you're stupid
“Talk low, talk slow and don’t say too much.”
“Tomorrow hopes we have learned something fromeyday.”
“Tomorrow is the most important thing in life. Ceminto us at midnight
very clean. It's perfect when it arrives and itpuself in our hands. It
hopes we've learned something from yesterday.”

..John Wayne

“Never & Gamble?”

Y Experienced

Fran Harris Bus.- 697-6119 MIKE’S HORSESHOElNG

622 S, 1st Street Home - 697-5618
Selah, WA 98942 Fax - 697-9197 (509) 9654052
Email: fharris@elitel.net Cell - 952-4271

www.brianharrisusedcarsonline.com Michael J. Drougas

Guaranteed Work * Member of FAW.S,
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Twisp River Horse Campout/Ride, August 19th throadht

Mike, Lou Ann and | drove up on Thursday night to the pvRsver Horse Camp. Good thing we did
too, because we got one of the last spots left! By Fria@ying the camp was full and people were
forced to camp outside of the campground with their stdgk.were able to get a beautiful two vehicle
spot, so we left a sign for Rex and Diana and took offitsd Pass. Being the view junkies that we
are, this trail had a few too many trees and only big vavise end. Beautiful lakes at the top.

On Saturday, Rex, Diana, Lou Ann, Mike and | rode outlsBatss and took the trail to McAlester
Pass. Gosh time flies, a mere 18 years ago, Mike snaur 30s with our packhorses rode this trail to
Stehekin Valley Ranch. Beautiful trail, great viewdle hadn’t cut off to McAlester Lake before and
had always wanted to see it, so that was really fure Weather held out for us too! On Sunday it was a
little overcast, Lou Ann was still a little tired froaur big trip to the Pasayten a week before and the 32
plus miles from Friday and Saturday, so she didn't@@na was taking a break too — so Mike, Rex and
| headed up to Scatter Lake, What a trail! This wasaghest trail | have ridden to-date — including
Blue Bell pass at Crystal! We did an elevation gaif,000 feet in 4.9 miles. Talk about drop-off,
skinny trail — | looked up once and it just looked like a ggan chute! They weren't a kidding when
they said “most difficult.” We passed several backpackeading out, apparently it was sleeting on the
top. That gives you an idea of the elevation — we weshirtsleeves on the bottom.

The top was a breathtaking lake, an island in the mididlwas sleeting, and it had sunshine as well.

It was a very tough pull on the horses because thereatlst was no level ground after we started the
final ascent to the lake. Make sure your horses awh&in you do this ride!

Clockwise from left: (1) Lake at Twisp Pass, Diana and xReou An Matches, South Pass, Mike Drougas, South P&satter Lake
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Crystal Mountain Ride
August 13-15, By Colleen Badgley

While some of our other chapter members werepmack-in in the Pasayten, Robin, Jacque, Theresa,
Bob and | headed to Crystal Mountain for three daysdaig. The weather couldn’t have been better.
The views of Mt. Rainier were crystal clear all weaken

On Friday we rode up the Norse Peak Trail, up amdnarthe Goat Hole to the PCT and then down
to the Shelter at Crow Lake Way. Jacque was on aamiss find an old user trail from the Crystal
Mountain side that she had been on from another Trailhedhe only had vague directions and
landmarks that someone had given her a year ago arnchiheould connect us back up to the PCT.
Without much effort she found it, so up and up and | meexgst up we went until we reached
Martinson Gap on the PCT, then we cliff hanged onR@® some more where we saw a Stealth
Bomber fly close by us and we could almost see intadle&pit when the pilot dipped his wings at us.

On Saturday, we rode into Basin Lake by the waph@Norse Peak trail once again but this time by-
passing the Goat Hole and ended up taking Scout Pass RCihevhere we encountered a couple of
very “butt puckering” moments as we went off a ridge anteogback where the Whistle Pigs or “Horay
Marmots” were in abundance on the rocks below. Jas@sehaving the time of her life of as she said
before she went over "this is my cup of tea" and tbhés ¢f “Woo Hoo's” on the way down. As we
were going into Basin Lake we saw a big herd of Mountaiat&ap above, and to our amazement,
three riders started galloping on a very steep parteoPt®T toward them and made them all run away.
We then continued down and had lunch at the lake whildrRfished. After lunch we went back up on
the PCT again but this time no goats in sight but enjoyeds of Mt. Rainier as we headed back to
camp through Bullion Basin.

Sunday, we took the Chair Lift Trail up and wentuacbthe ski lift lodges. At one point, we could
see Mt. Baker and clear over to the Canadian mountais encountered several bicycles and hikers
along the way. We continued into Elizabeth lake jadiake a peak hoping to see some Elk, but never
saw any and then continued over to Henskin Lake wherkad lunch at an old elk camp. Some hikers
came over and wanted their pictures taken with theesordVe then headed back to camp taking the
Silver Creek Trail where we had Jacque ride in the baclofpasty bicycles that might have ended up
riding down behind us, but fortunately for Jacque we madennhdeithout encountering any. Then we
headed back to camp to pack up and go home. It was a gedandehat we will always remember.




Issue No. 60, September 2010

Pasaysten Pack Trip, August 14¥22010

Three of us from the Wenas BCHW went on a pack ttgptime Pasayten Wilderness,
Mike, Susie and Lou Ann. Three other members, Mark, KamayAl went in the week
before us and we visited with them Saturday after theyeaarh— as we prepared to go
in.

They had a great time too, | heard stories that laelycome from Half a Hat Valley,
and when | saw Kenny’s hat, I'm pretty sure it wag trdpparently they had a deer
come in and eat half of his hat that he left layinghenchair after he went to bed. When
we saw him he had a new hat band of red baling twine aefdirdate draft in the back.

Also we heard on Mark, Al and Kenny’s trip as they waming back from Tungsten
Mine, they got caught in a big lightening storm. A tree abOugards from where they
were riding got struck and went up in flames. Al saidnoisse just stopped dead in his
tracks, Kenny’'s mule was ready to get the heck out of thel@n’t know about Mark’s
horse. After the tree flamed up, it burnt out and gustldered. So no big forest fire or
anything, but it sounded pretty darn scary. | hate lightenipgcgsly up in the
Pasayten.

Mike, Lou Ann and | packed up and made the 15 miles to bageioahi~ hours. No
stops and no problems! We went in Andrews Trailhead and campechimp just past
Spanish Camp. We set up camp and rode the next day, MamdtoyRemmel Lake.
On Tuesday it was raining, so we decided to walit it out hadeplanned a layover day
anyway.

The rain cleared up totally on Wednesday and it waswaVe headed to Tungsten
Mine. | was really excited for Lou Ann to see how bdaltipper Cathedral Lake is —
not this time! 26 campers up at the lake. Geez! Thkey to coordinate better! They
were both drop camps from different outfitters, with apdewf backpackers as well.
Laundry hanging around and kids everywhere. Our neighbors b&glaaish Camp told
us they went up there and ended up being “treated” to theafigho adult leaders
skinny dipping, taking a bath in the lake. What a sight! h&&ded past all that to
Tungsten Mine. Great ride, beautiful flowers! Mike anduldn’t believe how much
they had changed Tungsten — nothing looked the same! Wieehecdk did all the
machinery go?

Thursday, a beautiful day, we started down the Ashnolagelsbour minds and headed
up Bald Mountain. Talk about views! 360 degrees of mountaoms &l sides. We
could see right into Canada, mountains as far as you could/¢eevere whooping and
hollering on that one! Pretty hard not to burst into“8@&und of Music” so Lou Ann
did!

Friday, it only gets better. We headed back to Upper Gathall the people were
gone, thank goodness! Didn’'t even look like the sameepldVe took the trail that went
behind Upper Cathedral Lake, it took us above the lake looking douat unreal.
Airplane high. We looked down a “hole” we saw both Upper anddr@®athedral
Lakes!
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One time as we went past the cabin at Spanish Cangpdetin was open! How cool! The ranger
invited us in and we got to see the cabin. We invited herfovelinner, that was a lot of fun! People
are so friendly in the backcountry.

On Saturday we sadly packed up and headed home, madéhig saime way we came in — perfect

packs and no stops! It was a great trip into the largiderness area in Washington State!Lou Ann
Packing In, (2) Mike Packing In, (3) Lou Ann in front of Spanish Camp Cabin, (4) View from our Camp, Looking
down the “hole from Upper Cathedral to Lower Cathedral, Mike with Remmel Mountain behind him
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Upcoming Events...
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